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SF	
  Judge	
  Orders	
  a	
  Stay	
  of	
  Construction	
  of	
  726	
  AT&T	
  Utility	
  Boxes	
  
	
  

San	
  Francisco.	
  	
  	
  On	
  November	
  14,	
  2011,	
  Judge	
  Harold	
  Kahn	
  of	
  the	
  San	
  

Francisco	
  Superior	
  Court	
  “stayed”	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco’s	
  approval	
  of	
  location	
  

and	
  construction	
  of	
  726	
  AT&T	
  utility	
  boxes	
  citywide.	
  The	
  injunction	
  will	
  remain	
  in	
  

effect	
  pending	
  a	
  final	
  ruling	
  in	
  the	
  environmental	
  lawsuit	
  filed	
  by	
  a	
  coalition	
  of	
  San	
  

Francisco	
  organizations,	
  including	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Beautiful,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  

Tomorrow,	
  the	
  Dogpatch	
  Neighborhood	
  Association,	
  the	
  Potrero	
  Boosters	
  

Neighborhood	
  Association,	
  and	
  the	
  Duboce	
  Triangle	
  Neighborhood	
  Association.	
  	
  

The	
  groups’	
  Petition	
  for	
  Writ	
  of	
  Mandate	
  filed	
  in	
  August	
  challenges	
  the	
  City’s	
  

refusal	
  to	
  conduct	
  any	
  environmental	
  review	
  whatsoever	
  before	
  approving	
  726	
  

utility	
  boxes	
  that	
  impact	
  pedestrian	
  safety	
  and	
  aesthetics.	
  

Judge	
  Kahn’s	
  ruling	
  (attached)	
  explains	
  that	
  the	
  stay	
  is	
  being	
  granted	
  because	
  

the	
  City	
  violated	
  the	
  California	
  Environmental	
  Quality	
  Act.	
  The	
  evidence	
  shows	
  that	
  

the	
  proposed	
  AT&T	
  boxes	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  “significant	
  and	
  cumulative	
  adverse	
  effect	
  on	
  

the	
  aesthetics	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco.”	
  The	
  ruling	
  relies	
  on	
  testimony	
  at	
  public	
  hearings	
  

before	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Supervisors	
  during	
  which	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  

Supervisors,	
  including	
  Board	
  President	
  David	
  Chiu,	
  explained	
  that	
  the	
  726	
  boxes	
  

would	
  have	
  significant	
  cumulative	
  impacts	
  that	
  warrant	
  environmental	
  review.	
  	
  

“We	
  are	
  profoundly	
  grateful	
  to	
  the	
  Court	
  for	
  upholding	
  environmental	
  laws	
  

that	
  require	
  commonsense	
  mitigation	
  measures	
  such	
  as	
  placing	
  the	
  AT&T	
  

equipment	
  on	
  private	
  property	
  rather	
  than	
  giving	
  away	
  our	
  public	
  sidewalks,”	
  said	
  

Milo	
  Hanke,	
  past	
  president	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Beautiful.	
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