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THE RISE AND FALL OF PROPOSITION K —

THE VOTER APPROVED PARK SHADOW BAN ORDINANCE GETS SHADOWVED BY
555 WASHINGTON

by Aaron Peskin

n June 1984 the voters of San Francisco passed
IProposition K with 61.2% of the vote banning

new shadows on Recreation & Park Department
facilities. The ballot question read: “Proposition K
says the City Planning Commission may not approve
any building project which causes significant shad-
ing of recreational areas like parks and playgrounds.
Exceptions would include certain projects in progress,
buildings less than 40 feet high, buildings constructed
for recreational or park-related purposes, or buildings
which only cause shade during the first hour after
sunrise and/or the last hour before sunset.”

Proposition K was a long time in the making
and had its roots in the downtown’s seminal plan-
ning document, the Urban Design Plan, adopted by
the Planning Commission in 1972. Both the Urban
Design Plan and Prop. K were part of a policy effort
to establish appropriate scale and location for down-
town high rise buildings. The Urban Design Plan
established a policy that “buildings to the south, east

+ Raise the off-street residential parking limits applica-
ble to the project by over 300 % of what is allowed,

+ Reduce the loading space requirements to two off-
street loading spaces where 3 loading spaces are
required,

+ Allow a further height exception to allow certain
unoccupied portions of the building to reach up to
430 feet, 30 feet above the height limit (to 430 feet),

+ Obtain a variance from the open space require-
ments for dwelling units to allow 3,400 square feet
of common usable open space for dwellings where
9,408 square feet are required, and
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and west of parks and plazas should be limited in
height or effectively oriented so as not to prevent the
penetration of sunlight to such parks and plazas’
A dozen years later, 8 members of the Board of
Supervisors put Proposition K before the voters.

After Proposition K’s passage, the Planning
Department retained the Environmental Simulation
Laboratory at UC Berkeley to model sun and light for
downtown San Francisco. Working with the Planning
and Recreation & Park Departments, a detailed set
of criteria was developed establishing an “Absolute
Cumulative Shadow Limit” for each park. Some parks
(including Maritime Plaza, Justin Herman Plaza and
the park now known as Sue Bierman Park) that were
already heavily shaded were designated as “zero tol-
erance parks” that could not have any new shadow.
Other parks (including Washington Square, Civic
Center Plaza and Union Square) were allowed to have
some additional future shadow.

Finally, in 1989, after three years of analysis by

continued on page 23

P & Z COMMITTEE continved from page 19

+ Get the City to approve selling off Mark Twain
Alley, a city street.

The next step will be an appeal of the EIR to the
Board of Supervisors, which can reverse the Planning
Commission by a majority vote. We will keep our
members informed, about the hearing of all hearings.

On page 19 is the THD’s Board of Directors
Resolution opposing the 555 Washington St. Project.
For more information go to THD's website at www.

thd.org/issuesandprojects/555washington.html.
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FIVE THD EX-PRESIDENTS SUPPORT 555 WASHINGTON

The developer of 555 Washington sought out Jane
Winslow, a former President of THD, to inquire among
Telegraph Hill residents if there was support on the hill
for their project. One result of Winslow’s queries was
this letter, signed by five former THD Presidents, and
sent to planning commissioners in advance of the hear-
ing on this issue.

s former presidents of the Telegraph Hill
A Dwellers, we are well aware that some devel-

opment proposals are inappropriate. We

have been fierce defenders of our neighborhood
when the occasion called for it, having opposed proj-
ects that threatened to damage the character of the
neighborhood, blight the urban skyline, or destroy
historic architecture. We also realize, however, that
many proposals enhance our community by promot-
ing positive economic development, creating housing
and providing community benefits.

One such proposal is 555 Washington Street,

continued on page 24

Rise and Fall of PI"Op K continued from page 22
UC Berkeley, the Planning and Recreation & Park

Commissions adopted rules in support of these criteria.

And for almost a quarter of a century those rules
have been followed—until recently.

As a matter of fact, in 1992 the Recreation &
Park Commission voted to reject a proposed high-
rise development on the corner of Washington and
Sansome Streets, the same site of today’s proposed
555 Washington Street project. That project was
less than 200 feet in height as compared to the 430-
foot project proposed today and had much smaller
shadow impacts on Prop. K parks. Recreation &
Park staff wrote: “Because Maritime Plaza is in
fact shaded for approximately 68% of the time, any
new shadow would create an adverse impact, [and
therefore] the adopted [shadow] guidelines should
be upheld.”

Fast forward to today. 18 years later on March 18,
2010, the Planning Commission and Recreation &
Park Commission abandoned their adopted rules and
in contravention of Proposition K voted to allow the
new shadow that would be cast by the proposed 430-
foot 555 Washington project. If the project is built,
additional 2,822,000 square foot hours of shadow will
be cast upon Maritime Plaza consigning it to shade
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almost 70% of the time**. If the project is built, it
will cast an additional 43,000 square foot hours of
shadow on Sue Bierman (Ferry) Park. The project
will cast additional shadow on Sydney Walton Park
(which doesn't ‘count” because it's not owned by the
Recreation & Park Department. The Recreation &
Park Commission voted unanimously in favor of the
new shadow. Then the Planning Commission voted
by a slim 4-3 majority to approve the shadow with the
mayor’s appointees voting in favor and the Board of
Supervisors appointees voting in opposition.

What has changed? The law is the same. The
1989 rules have not changed. Only the commis-
sioners and the politicians who appoint them have
changed. While it is unlikely that the Board of
Supervisors will allow the 555 Washington project to
go forward and even less likely that the Commissions’
actions would survive a legal challenge, the under-
mining of Proposition K is a breach of faith with the
voters that diminishes our public commons and calls
for renewed voter action. o

** Editor’'s Note: The developer asserts that “accoriding to the
EIR for the Project, the new shadow would be less than 1% of
the time (0.88), increasing the total shadow time to 69.28%."
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Some THD Presidents Support 555 Washington coniinued fom page 23

which appears to provide significant community
benefits. These include the revitalization of the
Transamerica Pyramid block and the resulting eco-
nomic boost to nearby merchants, creation of sus-
tainable housing near jobs and transportation, a 49%
increase in Redwood Park and gifting it to SF as a
new permanent public park to be maintained by the
owners of the surrounding properties.

This residential proposal with its expanded
public park open 7 days a week will be a welcome
addition to the immediate neighborhood. Moreover,
it is entirely in keeping with THD’s long-standing
position and the goals of the Downtown Plan that
such construction be limited to the high-rise district
south of Washington Street,

We understand that the project needs a height
change and we support the change because we support
increased jobs and housing on these core properties,
and because we like the way 555 Washington fits in
well within the downtown skyline. The new struc-
ture is less than half the height of the Transamerica
Pyramid (and less than several other downtown build-
ings nearby) and avoids marring views from Telegraph
Hill or of the Bay. In addition, the slender residential
structure and increased open space adds light and air
to the park and to new pedestrian amenities without

creating a wall of boxy buildings along Washington.

We have strongly supported preservation of San
Franciscos historic treasures cluring our tenures as
THD presidents. However, the city’s independent
EIR historic consultant has noted that the existing
high-rise building retains little architectural value, and
it has been classified as a Category V (unrated) build-
ing under the Planning Code’s historic standards.

Given our understanding that there is support
for this proposal from many surrounding neighbors
and its many environmental, fiscal and economic
benefits, we disagree with the current THD Board
position, which we feel does not represent the view
of most residents of Telegraph Hill and North Beach
and North Beach businesses.

We were instrumental in negotiating the line
at Washington Street beyond which tall buildings
would not encroach upon Jackson Square and upon
Southeastern Telegraph Hill. We believe this new
building respects those agreements and is precisely

the kind of proposal that the City should support.

Sincerely,

June Fraps, Rod Freebairn-Smith, Anne Halsted,
Jerry Petruzelli, Jane Winslow

Past Presidents of the Telegraph Hill Dwellers ¢

Don Pisto’s Restaurant coninved from page 18

Pete has on the menu. The Ahi Tuna Con Mango
is outstanding, with a crunchy tortilla supporting
tender tuna slices with Serrano chilies, mango, red
onion and lime juice.

You may have noted I have mentioned more than
my usual number of food choices in this review. As
The Semaphore has no budget to support food crit-
ics, I am on my own when the check comes. And the
amazing thing about this new restaurant is that you
can try many delicious dishes, a sangria or Mexican
beer and have a very inexpensive dinner.

I have saved until last the first question most
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every new arrival at Don Pisto’s, including me, asks
Pete,“Why don't you have a sign in front of your res-
taurant?” Answering, he laughed and said, “At first, I
was just too busy to order one and then people kept
telling me it is cool I don't have a sign. I've been think-
ing of a neon TACO sign in the window but haven't
made up my mind.” So the contest is on. When you
go into Don Pistos, Weigh in on the sign controversy.
But don't worry, sign or no sign, you won't be able to
miss the restaurant. Just follow the alluring aromas
wafting up and down Union Street.

¢
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STUDENTS CONIRIBUTE TO
WASHINGTON SQUARE PLANNING

By Ken Maley, Chair, Tree Management Committee
Friends of Washington Square

hether during a large wind storm,
through disease, mortality or simple
failure, Washington Square continues

to lose trees or major portions of trees, as was the
recent case with the collapse of a large branch of the
London Plane near the Thai Chi exercise area, and
the complete failure of the northern-most Italian
Stone Pine along Stockton Street near Filbert.

A look back through the 200 plus year history
of the Square will illustrate the evolution of its tree
plantings: from the 1860’s when there were no trees
at all, to the eclectic collection of Stone Pines, Planes,
Olives, Matens and others we see today. Several
types of these trees were planted in groups at the
same time, which means they reach maturity—and
mortality—at virtually the same time.

In fact, it was the loss of the Stone Pine, and result-
ing discussions about what to replace the downed Pine
with, that brought to focus for Friends of Washington
Square the need for a long range maintenance and
reforestation plan for the park. The Recreation & Park
Department (RPD) had no long-term tree design
plan for the Square nor had the trees’ condition been
assessed for more than 25 years.

Friends decided to underwrite a professional
tree assessment of the Square, hiring the noted firm
HortScience to conduct the assessment, at a cost of
$4000, no small amount of the Friends total funds.
This assessment was then donated to the RPD, who
adopted it as the official tree management plan for
the Square, and an agreement was reached with the
Department that no new trees would be planted in the
Square until a long-term landscape plan was adopted.
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Efforts by the Friends to date have not succeeded
in finding funding for a comprehensive landscape
design plan for the Square, despite applications to var-
ious foundations and individuals. In an effort to spark
some interest in the need for such a plan, Friends Tree
Committee approached UC Davis Landscape Design
professor Elizabeth Boults about the prospect of
adopting Washington Square as a class project.

After a tour of the Square, Elizabeth read-
ily agreed it would be a good exercise, assigning the
project to her Winter class. The students toured the
Square accompanied by Chronicle reporter John
King, who wrote a front-page story about their chal-
lenge. Nearly 20 completed plans were presented for
public viewing at Amante Lounge on February 11.
Close to 50 people attended the presentation, listen-
ing attentively as the students described their ideas.
Board of Supervisors' President David Chiu present-
ed the students with Certificates of Appreciation and
requested an opportunity to more closely examine
the student plans.

The students were encouraged to ‘think outside
the box’ and they certainly took this direction to
heart, as the resulting design ideas demonstrated.
While many of the students’ proposed ideas were
not feasible given financial and landmark restrictions,
some of the more viable themes included replacing
old asphalt with a porous pavement, water catch-
ments to preserve rainwater, suggestions for new tree
replacements including locations, and new signage
encouraging visitors to obey the rules—such as no
off-leash dogs. Samples of the student visions are
available at friendsofwashingtonsquare.com or by
email request to: mediacons@@aol.com.

Friends of Washington Square plans to offer

continued on next page
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NEW THINKING ABOUT

WATERING
WASHINGTON
SQUARE

ne of the major issues facing Washington

Square—and many of our city parks—is the

need for water and the conservation of water.
The square has an abundant natural water supply that
runs through as run-off and drainage from Telegraph
Hill and underground springs and streams, not to men-
tion the amount of rain water the square receives during
our rainy season.

Eric Shelton, the student who proposed this plan,
addresses how water could be captured and re-used for
the trees and plants during the dry season. Keep in mind
the students were working under the presumption that
anything could be done at the square and were encour-
aged to think outside the box to help spur discussions

about the future of the square.
—Ken Maley

Students P|anning continved from page 25

a presentation of the student ideas to the RPD
Commission in the near future and continues to
pursue support for a long term landscape design and
reforestation plan for the Square. Friends sincerely
thanks the UC Davis class for their fresh ideas and
professor Elizabeth Boults for her support.

Most of all, Friends hope that the students’ ideas
will not be lost sight of, but will continue to spark new
discussions about the urgent need for long range plan-
ning to preserve North Beach’s living room’ for future
generations—and all San Franciscans—to enjoy. o
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PLANTS

.LONDON PLANE TREE
Tolerates wide range of;
conditions, including air
pollution. Plantina
location that will allow the

< plant ample room to spread:

"WCERCIS CANADENSIS

‘ROYAL WHITE®

" Height: 30 ft. to 30 ft.
Width: 30 ft. to 2.5 ft.
Low maintenance, spreading:

IMUSKOGEE CRAPE MYRTLE
i Height: 15 to 25 feet
{Grows in part shade/partisiin
Growth rate per year: 4-5\feet

89| avender flowers bloom

Drought tolerance: Good

Ny PUAPANESE MAPLE

'Height: 15 to 25 feet

‘Spread: 15 to 25 feet

jTree grows in part'shade/part's
Drought tolerance; Moderate

Growth rate: Slow

FLOWERING PLUM
\Height: 24 to 25 feet
Spread: 16 to 20 feet
‘Tree grows in full sun

~“Drought tolerance: Good

Growth rate: Slow.

WHITE FORSYTHIA

Height: 3 to 5 feet

Tree grows in full sun and
artial shade

Drought tolerance: Good

¥ LAVENDER COTTON

Height: 1 to 2 feet

~4 High drought tolerance,

ornamental and the foliage
, can be dried and usedito

“ repel moths

5 CEANOTHUS

“"Height: 3 to 5 feet
Grows in full sun and pantial
shade. Prefers light
Drought tolerant
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SECTIONS DETAILS
SECTION A - A POROUS PAVEMENT

e 10 ot retnnnon

POROUS TURF

a. -

SCALE - 17 = 6 - 07 PARK SIGN
CALCULATIONS

SIZE OF CISTERN

Dimensions = 10’ Long 10’ Wide 12’ Deep
Number of Gallons per cubic foot = 7.481
Water Volume of Cistern

Lx W xDx (7.481) = 1,200(7.481)

=8,977.2 gallons

TOTAL AMOUNT OF WATER SAVED ANNUALLY

SYNTHETIC TURF
Estimated Total Square Footage of Synthetic Turf = 30,500

San Francisco Annual Rainfall (2008) = 18.11

Gallons for every inch per square foot = 0.6234 TOTAL AMOUNT OF WATER SAVED ANNUALLY
Total Gallons Annually Saved POROUS CEMENT

30,500 x 18.11 x .06234 Estimated Total Square Footage of Porous Cement = 32,750
=344,338 gallons San Francisco Annual Rainfall (2008) = 18.11

Gallons for every inch per square foot = 0.6234
Total Gallons Annually Saved
32,750 x 18.11 x .06234

=369,740 gallons

Issue #190 @ Spring 2010

27



CORRUPTION BY COMIC BOOKS
LEADS LOCAL TO FAME

by Katie Hopkins

HD Member Mike Madrid has authored

I The Supergirls: Fashion, Feminism, Fantasy,

and the History of Comic Book Heroines,

a look at comic book superheroines from the late

1930’ until today, commenting on their stories in

ways that reflect the evolution of American women
in the real world.

Mike has been collecting comic books since he
was a child, giving special attention to female super-
heroes like Wonder Woman
and Supergit]l that he found
more interesting than the men
in comics.

Beyond the comics them-
selves, growing up, he read a lot
of books on the history of com-
ics. The majority of these books
talked about the male heroes
like Superman and Batman, but
spent little or no time address-
ing the women. He always had |
the idea in the back of his head
to perhaps someday write a his-
tory of female superheroes. But
his background was in graphic
design, not writing.

He dabbled with trying

to write something when he

well received. Tod encouraged him to continue writ-
ing articles, with the idea of possibly publishing a
collected book in the future.

It took a little over two years to complete The
Supergirls. During the first year or so, he wrote occa-
sional pieces on various subjects relating to comic
history that ran on the Exterminating Angel website.
Once he took a look at everything he had written, in
order to assemble it into a book, it took another year
of reworking and editing the material to produce a
cohesive final product. His ini-
tial thought was that this book
would mainly be a history piece
based on all of the knowledge
he had amassed over a lifetime
of reading comic books, but his
editor liked the analysis that
he brought to the subject and
pushed him to focus more on
these heroines in the context of
American history and society.

The Supergirls looks at
female superheroes from the
late 1930’s until today in great
part to see how they reflect the
evolution of American women
in the real world. Why are male
superheroes more famous than

females? Why was Wonder

was working full-time, but his
job was quite demanding and
involved a lot of travel. He found he wasn't able to
write anything that he was happy with, so he shelved
the idea for a while. After he left his job, he met Tod
Davies, who had an online literary magazine, exter-
minatingangel.com. Madrid wrote a piece on Wonder
Woman's checkered 60-year history that was quite
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Woman only allowed to serve
as secretary to her fellow super-
heroes in the Justice Society? Why do the women in
comics wear swimsuits and high heels and why are
they judged more on their looks than their abilities?
Why is the idea of a powerful woman so threatening
in modern day America? And what did 60 years of

continued on page 29
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Support Your Community, Support Tel-Hil

A Taste of Tel-Hi

Telegraph Hill Neighborhood Center (Tel-Hi) is having its annual charity dinner,
A Taste of Tel-Hi, on May 15, 2010. Tel-Hi has served the community for over
120 years—providing needed services to over 600 people each day. Sponsorship

opportunities at all levels are available for the dinner—contact Tim Daniels at
421-6443 x11 or tdaniels@tel-hi.org for information.

Mike Madrid conrd fiom page 28

comic books teach kids about how men and women
interact? These questions and more are answered in
The Supergirls.

The Supergirls has been getting great reviews
from publications like Entertainment Weekly. NPR
picked it as one of their “5 Books to Share with a
Friend” for 2009. Not bad for a first time author.
But for Madrid, the most rewarding thing has been
hearing from young women who have read and loved
the book and who had never heard of most of these
strong, powerful heroines. A lot of these characters,
especially many of the forgotten heroines from the
19407, can still be inspiring to young women today.
And Madrid says that if he can introduce these

continued from
page 9

Park’s gardeners. She’s often up there alone, weed-
ing, planting, irrigating, and hauling, and could use
the help. Please send me your contact info and I will
pass it on.

Finally, for the birds, I testified at and sent writ-
ten comments to the Planning Commission oppos-
ing the development at 555 Washington. The wild

parrots and other birds use that area frequently, enjoy
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PARKS, TREES, & BIRDS REPORT

characters to a new generation, then his work has
paid off.

Mike Madrid is a San Francisco native, celebrat-
ing his 25" year living in North Beach. Mike left
a long career in advertising to write The Supergirls
and is now a freelance designer as well as a volunteer
at the de Young Museum. The Supergirls is avail-
able at some comic book shops, and at most Bay
Area independent bookstores like Books, Inc. and
Book Passage at the Ferry Building. The de Young
Museum bookstore has some signed copies. Of
course, it's always available on Amazon.com.

Mike is available for talks. He may be contacted
at heaven4@pacbell.net o

the clear airspace, need all the sun (not shadow) they
can get in Ferry Park, and could well confuse a tall
reflective glass “slinky” for sky. The EIR was certified
over these and many other objections; but—squawk!
squawk!—the battle’s not over yet.

You can email me at films@pelicanmedia.org

o
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PARKING & TRAFFIC REPORT

by Gail Switzer

SaveMuni Summit

everal THD members were among the 125

people who attended a SaveMuni Summit on

March 6. AT the meeting, a lot of enthusiasm
and creative ideas were generated for ways to improve
MUNI and enable it to do more with less, as well as
generate more revenue. Notes from the meeting are
being compiled and will be put on the groups web
site, savemuni.com.

Columbus Avenue Study

Renew SF and the County Transportation
Authority (CTA) have completed their study on ways
to improve Columbus Avenue. Rachel Hiatt from
CTA attended a THD Board meeting to discuss the
report generated by the study. Rachel clarified that
the goal of expanding the sidewalks is to make more
room for pedestrians, not for more restaurant tables.

next steps

before the plan is adopted are §
to have more public discus-
sions and some temporary tri-
als of some of the proposals.

Tour Buses

P&T committee mem-
bers have expressed concerns

about the large tour buses driving through residen-
tial areas in North Beach. At its March meeting the
THD Board passed the following motion on recom-
mendation of the P& T committee: “THD Board
recommends that tour buses in North Beach be
limited to Columbus, Bay, Beach, Jefferson and the
Embarcadero only”

The Entertainment Commission

Our committee has also been concerned about con-
duct at the entertainment clubs around North Beach,
particularly some on Broadway and at Fisherman’s
Wharf where there have been problems with vio-

lence, including the use of guns. In

continued on next page

Schegin & dchein

fIntique Plaps, Prints & Books

Cugtom Framing

[PET SUPPLIES |

. Jli—N | The

o

BOOKKEEPING

Mobile (415) 608-8494
Voice (415) 781-6817
justinekaltenbach@yahoo.com

. + Premium Foods & Treats
Justine Kaltenbach - Supplemens
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISOR - Grooming Supplies
+ Cool Toys

+ Collars /Harnesses/Leashes
- Gifts for Pets & their People

801 Greenwich Stre

www.northbeachpetsupplil

1455 Grant ¢ I
415-399-8582

Wed. - Sal. 12pm-Tpm, un. 12pm-pm
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Parking & Traffic

continued from page 30

some cases, murders have result-
ed. The current Entertainment
Commission is responsible for pro-
moting the clubs, issuing permits
for the clubs, and enforcing the
laws related to clubs. This presents
a conflict for commissioners and
we believe the same people should
not be in these 3 roles. After discus-
sion at the THD Board following a
presentation by Kathleen Dooley, a
member of the small business com-
mission, the Board agreed to send
a letter to Supervisor David Chiu
advising him that THD favors
splitting off the different roles of

the commission.

The #39 Bus

The route of the #39 bus
will change in late Spring. The
Fisherman's Wharf stop will be
in front of Pier 39 at the F trolley
stop. We believe this will greatly increase ridership
because the bus will be more visible and more conve-
nient for tourists. THD members continue to work
with other community groups to increase marketing
for the #39. Increased ridership is the only protection
from future cuts. There will be some cuts to service
on the #39 as a result of MUNT’s latest round of
cuts. The #39 bus will start later in the day and end
earlier. However, contrary to the MTAS initial pro-
posal for cuts, two buses will be continued mid-day
on Saturdays and Sundays to accommodate the new
route. The best thing THD members can do to “save
the #39 bus” is to RIDE THE BUS.

Restricted Parking at Coit Tower

SEMTA, again this year, plans to restrict parking
at Coit Tower on weekends to residents with A stick-
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If you're looking for something unique, you're sure to
find it at THE CANNERY at Del Monte Square!
Once the world's largest fruit & vegetable cannery as
Del Monte’s Plant #1, THE CANNERY is a dramatic

urban space modeled after old European
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ANNE

piazzas showcasing unique shops,
galleries, restaurants, bars
and

Today it is home to unique

live entertainment.

shops and restaurants.
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Every day and night,
THE CANNERY is alive
with festivities

(

HE

and

activities for all ages.

2801 Leavenworth Street
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at the foot of Columbus Avenue

WWW.THECANNERY.COM

ers. This restriction will be in effect from the first
weekend in June to the last weekend in September.
MTA plans to increase the signs and publicity for
this over last year’s, so people will be more aware of
these restrictions.

The Central Subway

Opposition to the Central Subway continues to
build. If you oppose it, write letters to your Federal
legislators. Whether it can be stopped is not known
but it looks more possible now than it has in the past.

Gail Switzer will chair one more meeting of the
THD P&T meeting on April 10, and then will step
down as Chair of the committee. The committee will
become inactive if no one steps up to take her place.
Anyone interested in doing so should contact THD

President, Vedica Puri, at president@thd.org. 2
31



DR. THOMAS L. VILAND, D.C.

Chiropractor

150 Lombard Street, Suite 2
San Francisco, CA 94111
Office (415) 421-1115

Fax (415) 421-1116

"z N\
Jim Fisher

Building neighborhoods one
family at a time!

415.738.7072
www.JimFisherHomes.com

PARAGON

REAL ESTATE GROUP

1

532 Columbus Avenue
415 399 0499

N J

ESPRESSO

¥
o

CAPPUCCINO VINO PANINI

rE GRy,
@
@)

423 Columbus Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94133

Hanna & Sandy Suleiman 415-397-6261
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CITY LIGHTS Y
B K EI.I.EH A LITERARY MEETING
PLACE SINCE 1953
& PUBLISHERS "

10am—midnight
261 COLUMBUS AVE SAN FRANCISCO CA 94133 « 415 362 8193

www.citylights.com

IN-DEPTH SELECTION
OF POETRY, FICTION,

& CULTURAL CURRENTS,
STAFF PICKS, RARE
BOOKS., PRINTS,
BROADSIDES, T-SHIRTS,
TOTE BAGS, GIFT
CERTIFICATES & MORE!
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Washington Square
Bar& Grill

1707 Powell Street
415-433-1188

B R E A K F A s T
LUNGCH & DINNEHR

CARE [ WMM?

1600 STOCKTON STREET

ON WASHINGTON SQUARE

SAN Francisco, CA 94133
TEL 415.986.35414

FAX 415.986.4633

Clinical Psychologist, Lic. #PSY 15926

Adrift in rough waters?

when you said something?

Email: sheila.black@comecast.net
Phone: 415-398-7090

SHEILA TOBIN BLACK, Ph.D.

When is the last time someone really “heard” you

Talk to me. I can help get your life on course.

Specializing in Adults with Heavy “Baggage”

HELP THE ‘HOOD Shop Locally
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ART & CULTURE REPORT

by Julie Jaycox
ebruary’s Flash Art Show had people asking
for another before it was even finished! Live
Worms Gallery was filled with people who
created an instant art show enjoyed by a crowd of
fascinated onlookers. The walls were filled with art
and each participant discussed motivations for cre-
ating a particular piece and/or sharing it with the
public, all while eating fudge from Z. Cioccolato and
freshly made popcorn. Looks like this could become
an annual event,
Art & Culture’s May Salon will be a slide lecture

N
-

' e —
Gallery 28 1228 Grant Avenue 433.1228

www.gallery-28.com

about Frida Kahlo & Diego

Rivera’s visits to San Francisco [\

and North Beach in the 30s. [ii%

The presenter will be Alex

Szerlip and guest speaker

William Maynez from City

College (where a Rivera mural

is currently being restored). The event will be held

on Wed., May 19th. Check THD’s website closer to
the date for pricing and other details. Please make
reservations through art&culture@thd.org.

+ An art auction fundraiser for Pazapa Center for
Handicapped Children in Jacmel, Haiti, Is sched-
uled for Nov. 7, 2010 at Braunstein-Quay Gallery.
Artists who wish to contribute artwork to this
effort should contact candaceloheed @comcast.net.

+ Susan Weisberg presents “Form Does Not Differ
from Emptiness,” a show of paper constructions at
the San Francisco Zen Center, 300 Page St., June
1 - 30. Reception the evening of June 4, 7-9pm.

+ Gallery 28 Director Ethel Jimenez is hosting “Skate
This Art” for the month of April, art created on
skateboard decks. A percentage of all sales will
benefit North Beach Citizens. The gallery’s First
Annual Competition winners exhibit is July 1-30,
with reception July 7, 6-8pm. 1228 Grant Ave.

sem.a.phore

to salute this early use of the Hill.

DeriNimioN: o convey information using visual signals, such as flags, lights and mechanical arms.

In the 19th century, Telegraph Hill was a lookout spot. A man stood at the top and watched for ships arriving
through the Golden Gate. He used semaphore signals to spell out ships’ names to the people below who were
waiting for goods and mail. Neighbors who formed Telegraph Hill Dwellers in 1954 named their newsletter
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“Beach Blanket Babylon
is the most fun of any show,
anywhere in the universe!”

= JOHN CLEESE

prey L

For tickets & show times 415.421.4222 (evenings 21+) beachhlanketbabylon.com

BLUE SPARROW

e PILATES

NORTH BEACH

1441 Grant Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94133
415.398.4425

info@bluesparrowpilates.com
www.bluesparrowpilates.com

Pilates, Yoga, & GYROTONIC®

Introductory Private Special

3 private sessions for $165.00!
(Limit 1 per person)

Mention this Ad and receive a

free Pilates Mat class.
(Limit 1 per person)

Issue #190 @ Spring 2010

NICOLA VITI

MAMNAGER

LEVI'S PLAZA 1265 BATTERY 8T SAN FRANCISCO CA 84111

gog ﬂ[i//f]%a’z/(et

Hanna Chedyak
415-781-8817 1300 Kearny

San Francisco, CA 94133

RISTORANTE ITALIANO

659 Columbus Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94133
Tel: 1 415.397.7355
Fax:1 415.397.7357

PELLEGRINI

www.piazzapellegrini.com

GREEN BxRaE
STREET FD-101
MORTUARY Ok Toimasanss

Lic. #0OB28431

FDR 2082

649 Green Street

San Francisco, California
94133-3801
415.433.5692

Fax 415.433.2290

William K. Steiner

General J\‘idnagtr

£ R
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QOYSTERIA & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT

FISH MARKET

IS NOW OPEN!

1751 L ZZ7 OYSTERIA
552 GREEN ST. - SF e (415) 398-3181

Great Shopping, Dining & Services
There is No Other Place Like North Beach!

NORTH BEACH
-

www.NorthBeachMerchants.com

ADVERTISEMENT

PAT’'S

Breakfast Dinner,
& Lunch Wed & Thurst
7:30 10 2:30— c 4 f E 5:309 p.m.
this is 7 days Fri & Sat
week. 5:30-10 p.m.

2330 Taylor Street
San Francisco, CA 94133
415-776-8735
IT'S NOT JUST BREAKFAST & LUNCH ANYMORE — )
NOW OPEN FOR DINNERS WEDNESDAY THRU SATURDAY!
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THD BOARD MOTIONS

FOR THE MONTHS OF JaNUARY-FEBRUARY 2010

January 2010:

MOTION: To elect the following three individuals
to serve on the 2010 Nominating Committee in
the three positions that are selected by the THD
Board of Directors: Al Fontes, Judy Irving, and
Julie Jaycox. The Motion passed.

MOTION: For THD to hire Ian Butler to remove
the English Ivy and trim the tall poplars directly
below Julius' Castle at a cost of $500. The Motion
passed.

February, 2010:

MOTION: For THD to participate as a sponsor of
the Save Muni Summit on March 3, 2010. The
Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: THD resolves that the City and County

The Motion passed.

A)Preserve the Stow Lake Boathouse and its his-
toric concessions using qualified preservationists
and licensed professionals.

B) Immediately halt decisions(s) about the historic
concessions, until the following inspections and
written reports are made available to the public
and are included with any RFP/RFQ.

1. An Environmental Impact Report.

2. A safety report to address the use of boat trail-
ers on a busy and steep walkway that serves the
elderly, disabled, children, and others.

. A licensed termite inspection.

. A lead paint analysis of the boathouse paint.

5. An inspection by a licensed structural engineer
to address water seepage into the foundation
of Stow Lake.

S W

of San Francisco: »
ATTENTION, THD MEMBERS
LET'S WORK TO KEEP OUR VOICE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD THRIVING
Here are our reasonable ad rates:
Business Card — 2X3: one issue $45.00, one year $155
Junior Ad — 3X3: one issue $ $80.00, one year $285
Y5 Page — 3.5X6: one issue, $145, one year, $525
Full Page — 7X6: one issue, $265, one year, $975
For more information or to place an ad, call or email
Art Peterson, Semaphore Editor, 956-7817/apeterson@nwp.org
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FLASH ARTI: HERE AND GONE

By Leo Madrid
pring sprang a bit early this year with a room
Sfull of North Beachers flashing each other,
with art, that is. THD'’s spring Art Salon,
produced by the Art & Culture Committee, was held
at Live Worms Gallery in February with the theme
of “Flash Art.
Led by Julie Jaycox, the committee broadcast
a call to THD members, artists and collectors to
bring a work of art with them to be included in the
show. Should the escort of each art piece have desire,
the opportunity was theirs to stand in front of the
crowded gallery to present and discuss what the piece
meant to them. New memories were created, and old
ones regenerated, some of them with tears.
The day started with rain, creating doubts of
whether anyone would venture out of their dwell-
ings with precious items in tow. But as show time

approached, the clouds disappeared and fears dis-

Tom Saunders explains his homage painting honoring the art-
ist Nicolas de Staél. Saunders lived next door to de Staél’s

sister here in San Francisco for a time.
PHOTO : ANGELLAA MANGINELLI
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solved. The sun shined its face for an hour or so and
brought on the crystal clear night and the fresh scent
of recent rain. The smell of freshly cooked popcorn
filled the air and wine or water filled the glasses as
the Art & Culture Committee members found the
best possible lighting and position as they hung
each piece. Almost everyone followed the rules and
refreshingly some did not, adding the unexpected
flare of an artist painting live at the event.

As a result of the event The Hill Dweller roster
grew with new members, many faces came together
in the same room for the first time and others were
reunited. Many residents and business owners made
an appearance of community support. Aaron Peskin
was there, as were the owners of Impala night club.
Marsha Garland attended, bringing a work of art as
well. Artist friends, Christian Michaels and John Lee,
had heard about the show on Facebook and brought
art with them from San Diego and Boise.

In hindsight, the unexpected real-
ization of what Flash Art represented
turned out to be far more profound than
anyone could have planned. The exhibit
was in the truest traditions of the beats
and surrealists, but now presented in a
contemporary idiom. The surprise and
spontaneity of this event cast within a
carefully thought-out structure, allowed
for a stream of consciousness-like self-
curated exhibit which carried with it
| unexpected magical moments from the

time the doors were opened until the last
artwork was presented.

The requests are still coming in for
another Flash Art show which is bound
to be at least an annual event, but who
knows: one could flash up at any time,
and maybe even with an added twist!

PN
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w TELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS

TELEGRAFH HILL
DWELLERS

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009-2010
President: Vedica Puri

Vice President: David Smolen

Recording Secretary: Mary Lipian

Corresponding Secretfary: Katie Hopkins

Treasurer: Gail Switzer

Financial Secretary: Chris Stockton

Historian: Nancy Shanahan

Immediate Past President: Pat Lusse

Semaphore: Art Peterson

| ~1 Voice Mail/Hotline: 273-1004. Fax: 255-6499. Web Site: www.thd.org
P.0. Box 330159

San Francisco, CA 94133
DIRECTORS

Nate Baca

Greg Chiampou
Al Fontes

Merle Goldstone
Judy Irving

Julie Jaycox
Andy Katz
Sarah Kliban

THD ComMmITTEES NEED YouU

You can make a difference! Join one of THD's committees, meet and work with your fellow Hill Dwellers to improve life on the Hill.

STANDING COMMITTEES

PARKING AND TRANSPORTATION. Gail and Paul Switzer. Promotes efforts to ease congestion,
optimize white zones, upgrade public transportation. Works with Department of Parking and
Troffic.

PLANNING AND ZONING. Nancy Shanahan, 986-7094, Mary Lipian, 391-5652. Monitors
and reviews proposed development projects for consistency with applicable City ordinances.
Works with Planning Department staff and represents THD before the Historic Preservation
Commission, Planning Commission, Zoning Administrator and other regulating bodies to pro-
tect historic resources and maintain neighborhood character. Assists members to lean more
about and participate in planning and zoning issues.

SEMAPHORE. Editor, Art Peterson 956-7817; artpeterson@nwp.org. The editor and staff
produce a quarterly magazine for THD members.

PROGRAM. Arranges social events, including quarterly membership meetings and get-
acquainted social functions.

BUDGET. Gail Switzer, gail_switzer@yahoo.com. As prescribed in Bylaws for Treasurer.

MEMBERSHIP. Chris Stockton, membership@thd.org. As prescribed in Bylaws for Financial
Secretary.

ARCHIVIST: Rozell Overmire, rozell@ureach.com

SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND PROJECTS

PARKS, TREES, AND BIRDS. Judy Irving, chair. Information and projects concerning local
parks, green spaces and street frees.

THD WEB SITE. Webmaster, Al Fontes; webmaster@thd.org. Shared information about meet-
ings, local concerns and events.

ART AND CULTURE. Julie Jaycox, chair. Organizes events and projects that celebrate the art
and humanities of our neighborhood.

LIAISONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

COALITION FOR SAN FRANCISCO NEIGHBORHOODS. Representative, Gerry Crowley, 781-
42071; gerrycrowley@aol.com. City-wide organization interacts with other neighborhoods to
discuss common problems.

NORTH BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION. Representative, Gerry Crowley. 781-4201; gerry-
crowley@aol.com. Tel-Hi-sponsored group of residents, merchants and government agencies
working together to address neighborhood issues.

N.E.R.T. Energizes members to take emergency disaster response fraining program sponsored
by the City.

WEB SITE = www.thd.org

Whether you want to catch up on THD's Oral Histories, see what the THD is up to, or submit old photos of the Hill, www.thd.

org is the place to go. Use the Web site to discover or email information about upcoming meetings in the neighborhood and at

City agencies, and ideas and concerns you want the rest of us to know about between Semaphores.

Issue #190 e Spring 2010
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Schedules of Committee Meetings
PLANNING & ZONING: Last Thursdays. Call for time and location. 986-7070, 563-3494, 391-5652.

Look to the THD website for information on THD events. Log on to http://www.thd.org

For a Voice in Your Neighborhood Join Telegraph Hill Dwellers.

THD Welcomes New Members Jan-Feb. 2010: Amy Loewen & Carlo Arreglo, James Baker, Alfonso
Castro, Maureen Crowe, Gaurav Dudhoria, Madeline Eastman, Mague Calanche & Dennis Hearne,
Martine Jardel, Ethel Jimenez, Leo Madrid, Del Monte-Barroca, Shardel Riley, Sarah & Michael Sonn,
Jim Stark, Adeline McDonagh & Dan Sullivan, Paul Webber, Ray Terry & Jay Welsh; And, former
members who have re-joined: Natasha & David Ansted, Anne Kaplan

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION

I Sign Up or Sign a Friend Up as o member of Telegraph Hill Dwellers. Complete and mail to THD, PO Box 330159, SF, CA 94133
I NAME:

I ADDRESS:

ey, STATE: ZPP:
| PHONE EMAIL
I CHECK ENCLOSED FOR 1-YEAR MEMBERSHIP

| Individual $30__ Household $45_ Senior (age 65 and over) $20__ Senior Household $35_






