TELEGRAPH HILL SEMAPHORE
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PRESIDENT CURTIS BALDWIN:

"The object of this ‘organization shall be to beautify and im-
prove Te}egraph Hill; to encourage a friendly association‘gmong ithe
Hill residents; to perpetuate the historical traditions of the Hill®s
Place in $ap Fr§n01§co history; to insure Telegraph Hill's construc-
tive participation in the development of our city; and to represent the
Property owners and residents in community problems which may arise."

. The‘above is nothing new, revolutionary or even 're-structural.’
;t 1s article Number ITI of the Telegraph Hill Dwellers By-Laws. And
1t is the sueceint but encompassing statement of the reasons we are to-
gether. It deserves occasional re-reading and rededicatione

We realize the necessity of our organization when we think of the
ghanges that would have overwhelmed the Hill and its surroundings dur-
ing the past 17 years if it had not been for this group. The forces
that seek to exploit this unique real estate are tireless and every-
wiere at once--like the winds in San Francisco, which,if a sun deck is
protected from all poeints of the compass, blow straight up or down.
Rome once had seven hills. Today a tourist stands in a canyon while the
£1lib guide announces that he is on the summit of one of the hills of
Ancient Rome. It would be a very different city had there been a
Palatine Hill Dwellers Association for the past 2000 years. To prevent
a similar dwarfing of our Hill is one of our purposes and we.may have
to stay active for at least another nineteen hundred and eighty~three
years.

No problem on any section of the Hill is too small for our at-
tention. No problem anywhere in San Francisco or the Bay Area is too
large for us. However, I feel that our first and finest efforts should.
be for matters directly affecting the Hill and its environs. The North-
ern Waterfront Market Center, while beyond our boundaries, would have
a tremendous effect on Telegraph Hill. Transamerica would/will cast.a
morning shadow over the southern reaches o¢f the Hill. Sunny patios and
decks will become potential mushroom beds if this Twentieth Century
Corporate Pharoh's pyramid is ereated. Broadway is our southern door-
step and we cannot be proud of it nor of our looking the other way
while the tawdry mess festers there. These and smaller matters such
as the Filbert street steps and a stop sign at Lombard and Stockton
are our concern. The Southern Crossing and the defacing of our Calif-
ornia landscape with billhoards, while eminently worthy of our opposi-
tion as San Franciscans who care, should be checked by such city or
area-wide organizations as exist for these purposes.

As an organigation, The Telegraph Hill Dwellers is not trul
representative of Telegraph Hill Awellers.The Dwellers (capital Dy
are smart, are vocal, are energetie, but we lack the support of many,
many property owners and tenants within our boundary lines. One of
our prime ohbjectives must be an increase of our basic membership a-
mong our neighbors. We are the framework and we will try as individuals
and as an organization to attract a broader membership. New faces and
new brains are_ essential to keep the Dwellers going.

This year the Telegraph Hill Dwellers has a strong, resourceful
group of officers and directora; the committee chairmen, named in this
bulletin, are people who are going to get the necessary things done.

Keeping Telegraph Hill a-pace with the 1970's is our assignment.
Welcoming what is good, Warring against what is bad, Wishing alwaysa
for the collective wisdom to make the choice between good and bad will
require Gonstant Vigilance and hard worke. We are up to it.

Por another year - - we will have to run like hell to stay where
we are.



&

COMMITTELS
The follqwing committees have been named by President Curtis Baldwin to
serve this fiscal year. The first named to be chairman.
NOKTHERN WATERFRONT ---Robert Katz #2 Whiting St. Yu 6-1890 ‘
SOCIAL - Mary O'Gara 104 Alta St. 982-6767
Larry Schwartz 34 Montague Pl. 362-7221
Joyce Hemming 450 Vallejo Ste. Yu 6-1492
MEMBERSHIP ——mmem—e——— Melba Bloise 1136 Kearnyv St. 421-6450
Pat Delaney 1256 lontgomery Staqyo 2-0274
TRANSPORTATION === Gerry Cauthen 3559 Jackson St. 346-4011
PARKING AND TRAFFIC -—-George Atashkarian 218 Union St. 9b9-5286
VISUAL IMPROVEMENTS ---Allen Lathrop 291 Union Ste. 761-4751
George Raad 31% Chestnut St. 392-0693
Bernie Bour 48 San Antoniae P1.781-4732
Bobbie Blume 303 Chestnut St. T81-1374
Marvin Levin 226 Pilbert St. 362-8514
LEGADL =~ —John Harman 1403 Montgomery St. 362-5733
BULLETIN EDITOR ——~=—-- Ken Evers 255 Chestnut St. 421-2671
CONSERVATION —-=~-=—=——== Tobey Bloxam 3 Montague Pl. 392-0675
PLANNING ==-=-r=g===—=< Gerry Cauthen 3559 Jackson St. 346-4011 '
tree planting ) Dorothy Erskine 233 Chestnut st. 9060356
LONING:== i e - Carol Schwartzback 1255 Montgomery St. 3397-7994
George Raad 315 Chestnut St. 392-0693
CRIME —————remmem e ‘June Coyle 479 Vallejo St. 781-3579
VOPING RECORDS-—=—=—=—= Nancy Katz 2 Whiting St. Yu-6-1890
FUND RaISING-=—==-————- I. D. Blume 303 Chestnut St. T81-1374
LIASON-=—===—=—- —————— Gerry Cauthen 3559 Jdackson St.. 346-4011

THE EARLY DAYS OF THEWTELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS - WHAT WERE THEY LIKE 2
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BY BERNARD BOUR

In 1962 there was a serious effort to deal with some of the
parking problems by identifying Hill resident cars with a THD Decal
for the windshield (details in Bulletin Noe.14 of September 1962).

A prolonged struggle over height limits over the Northern
waterfront, in which the THD position finally prevailed in 1963,
brought a notable Planning Department study that pointed to the Hill
and Coit Plaza as the essence of San Francisca and one of the most
spectacular urban areas in the world.

1964 saw a well-financed effort to exceed the 40-foot height
limit on Union Street bys; 9 to 13 feet, in a new apartment building
planned for 350 Union Street on the site of the former Schaeffer School.
The Dwellers opposed and defeated this attempt. Another notable success
came in 1965 with the defeat of a proposal to place a garage under
Washington Square (running account in THD bulletins). Dues that year
finally advanced from the former $1 to $2 a year.

TILE TO PAY YOUR DUES

Dues to belong to the Telegraph Hill Dwellers are only $2.00
per member. This rate was established by your Board of Directors in
1964- since then, in spite of ever increasing costs,we have managed to
keep owr dues at this low level.

We need your support - Please send in your dues t0 - = = = = = - - -
MARY CARA. 451 LOMBARD STREET SAN FRANCSICO 94133
TOTAH & SON reee oTuveRy

Garjietd MWarket

Liquors, Imported Wines, Groceries
Delicacies, Produce, & Frosen Foods
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BOB_KATZ REPCRTS ON NORTHERN WATERFRONT MATTERS
"PLANJERS"RETAIN 3-ACRE LOOPHOLE

‘ The recently enacted Waterfront Zoning Ordinance includes valua-
o}e sloping height limits east of the Hill; Buildings closest to the
Hill can go to 84', between the Hill and the Embarcadero the limit is
65°', and.closest to the water there is a 40' limit. However, any devel-
oper owning more than 3 acres may exceed the 40' and 65' limits for 3
years to come! The pretext given for this staggering loophole was that
the City must honor the agreement it signed with the International Mar-
ket Center. The THD petitioned the Board of Supervisors to rewrite the
3-acre provision in such a way that at least no developer other than
the larket Center could exceed height limits. Supervisor Pelosi, Fein-
Stein znd Mendelsohn supported this regquest and the Board unanimously

referred the 3-acre section back to the Planning Commission for revis-
10nNe

On lMay 21, we asked the Planning Commission to limit the 3-acre
privilege to one year. This would protect the City's agreement with
the lMarket Center (which automatically expires on Dec. 31, 1970). Com-
nissioner Kearngy supported the l-year limit. Commissioner Ritchie al-
so supported our proposal, adding that the Market Center had broken
their promises by tearing down the historie Seawall Warehouse without
notice and is not entitled to consideration in excess of their contract
viith the City. Commissioner Pleishhacker then moved to retain the ex-
isting 3-acre privilege unchanged and was, of course, supported by Julia
Porter. This resulted in a tie vote, leaving the ordinance unchanged.
Throughout the debaté, Planning Director Jacobs opposed the 1l- year lim-
itation proposed by the THD. We are reminded of David Browers recent re-
mark that “Planners are not opposed to disaster as long as they plan it
themselves."

The matter now goes back to the Supervisors.

PORT APPROVES U.S. STwEL MEGASTRUCTURE

On Kay 20, the Port Commission endorsed the U. S. Steel Complex
which will rise to at least 400 feet next to the Ferry Building. The
main argument for this megastructure was that it would bring the Port
increased revenues and that U. S. Steel would build a new passenger
terminal without financial outlay to the City, It now turns out- as we
had predicted- that the §15,000,000 passenger ship terminal will have to
be paid out of Port revenues. Since revenues from the entire U. S. Steel
Complex will be approximately $1,000,000 per year, it will take 15 years
just to repay the capital, plus 12 more years to repay interest at 10%.
The Port would receive no income from the entire megastructure for 27
years to come! In exchange for this financial fiasco, San Francisco
would authorize a Buper Fontana Structure on our waterfront!

4oning for this area is now under submission before the Board of
Supervisors.

Write your protests to Board President Dianne Feinstein.

PORT COKNISSION HINUTES KEPT SECRET

The THD recently requested a set of minutes of the_Port Commigsion
meeting on the U. S. Steel Project. In response, Port Director lilriam
Wolff replied that the mailing of the minutes woulq result in fgrgat
additional expense" and that the law does not require the fgrnlshlng
of such minutes. Thi's flimsy pretext will not fool anyone since other
City agencies (such as the Planning Commissiqn) always fu;nlsp minutes
on request, even though the law does not specifically require it. The
THD replied to Miss Wolff's letter as follows: .

"Now that you have discontinued sending out the m}nutes of your
meetings as an economy move (sicl), we hope that you w11} also abandon
the $15 Million new pascenger terminal. These two economies should go a.
long way towards restoring confidence in the sound financial manage-
ment of the Port."

‘ TTECOLE CULINAIRE ( Thos. Cara Ltd. ) 517 PACIrIC AVENUE
FRENCH COOKING SCHOOL . .
@ PAUL QUIAUD (Executive Chef, Ernie's) LAITRE

\

c o
éb%, SATURDAYS- 11 A.M. Su 1- 0383
4



ANOTHER TAVERN IN THE TOWN ? ? ?

After polling a representative sample of our members who live
in the area, whose attitudes ranged from grave concern to open hostil-
ity towards any new activity which would spread the Grant Avenue Scene
to a residential neighborhood, President Curtis Baldwin has written a
letter to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control protesting an
application for a Beerand Wine license at 576 Vallejo St.

There being no shortage of licensed drinking establishments in
this area the denial of this application would work no foreseeable
hardship on the drinking publice.

e Refectoryy ALMA'S SHOP

" DRESSMAKER ALTERATION
FORMELY 1624 STOCkTON

"NEwW LOCATION

©3m2 | 444 Uniow st
2

——

Sirloin « « o o .
Teryiaki Sirloin.
Combo ¢« o o
Beef Kabob. .
New York. . .
1.D. Blume  pijet . ., . .
Petit Filet .
Rack of Lamb.

1040 Lobster o ¢« «
f

6.00 NEAR KEARNY
Columbus , :
Chateaubriand fo «10.00
Avee.
NEW UNION GROCERY
Top of Telegraph Hill | Prescription Pharmacists
““Where Those on Top Shop”’ Free Délivery
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
. Fine Wines ond Liquers 1600 Stockton St. 2016 Chestnut St.
GEORGE ATASHKARIAN GArfield 1.2121 WAlnut 1-7412
301 Union Street 392-9638 " o

PHONE 362-1%77
RESIDENCE 771-217%

DUNKIT DO-NUTS ‘
DE MARTINI BROS. INC.

CHARLES E. WARD 743 CoLuMBUS AVE. ‘ GENERAL CONTRACTYORS
ownNER SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. h 1031 POWELL ST. - SAN PRANCISCO 11. CAL.

. PHIS SPACE RESERVED FOR
MONTCLAIR RESTAURANT . v oD
LUNCH - DINNER - COCKTAILS FUTURE ADVEIRTISERS -OUR

BANUET FACILITIES FOR 20 or 160 CLitCULATION REACHES 600

! : MEMBERS. FOR SPACE CALL
550 GREEN STREET 362-5188 . KENLETH EVERS 4212671

OR ANY DIRECTOR. i
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(return requested)



